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Grade Levels: 3-5 Content Area: Reading Time: 20-40 min 

Featured Books: Goodbye Autumn, Hello Winter, by Kenard Pak 

 

Section of The Spectrum of Multicultural Literature: Representation   

 

Lesson Summary: In this lesson, students will be learning about figurative language. First, 
teachers will introduce or review figurative language and the three types the class will 
concentrate on: simile, metaphor, and personification. Then, the class will read Goodbye Autumn, 
Hello Winter by Kenard Pak and analyze the figurative language in the book. At the end, 
students will be asked to come up with their own example of figurative language to write 
down (and analyze, depending on their grade level).  

 
 

Content Standards: 

Common Core State Standards 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.5.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in 
mythology (e.g., Herculean). 
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• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 

 

Lesson Objectives: 

• Students can define and understand three types of figurative language: simile, metaphor, 
and personification.  

• Students can analyze a piece of literature to find and understand figurative language.  
• Students can write [or begin to write] their own example of figurative language.  

 

Language Objective: 

• Students can verbally use the vocabulary words: figurative language, simile, metaphor, 
and personification.  

 

Student-Friendly Objectives:  

• I can understand and find figurative language (simile, metaphor, and personification) in a 
book.  

• I can write my own example of figurative language.  

 

Note: To differentiate for your students and/or grade level, consider decreasing the number 
of types of figurative language they will study. Or, break up the lesson into 2-3 days to 
heavily concentrate on each type.  

 

Assessments for Learning: 

Formative Assessment: Turn and Talks and Class Discussion during Read Aloud 

• During this time, use the following questions to see if students are making progress 
towards the objectives:  

o Are students using the words: figurative language, simile, metaphor, and/or 
personification? 

o Are students able to correctly name what type of figurative language you read in the 
book?  

o Are students able to explain their reasoning for their identification? Are they using the 
definition of that specific figurative language in their reasoning?  
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Summative Assessment: “My Figurative Language” Worksheet 

• Use the following rubrics to assess your students “My Figurative Language” 
Worksheet. Each Level corresponds to the page in the “My Figurative Language 
Worksheet” PDF.  

Level One (page 1) 

1 2 3 4 

Student could not 
do any of the 
following 
components 
correctly:   

- Identify the 
figurative language 
they are writing 

- Write an example 
of that figurative 
language  

Student could only 
do 1 of the 
following 
components 
correctly:   

- Identify the 
figurative language 
they are writing 

- Write an example 
of that figurative 
language  

Student could do all 
of the following 
components 
correctly:   

- Identify the 
figurative language 
they are writing 

- Write an example 
of that figurative 
language  

Students could do 
all the components 
listed in Level 3 
correctly AND they 
go above and 
beyond by writing a 
creative example 
and/or writing more 
than one example. 

 

Level Two (page 2) 

1 2 3 4 

Student could only 
do 0-1 of the 
following 
components 
correctly:   

- Identify the 
figurative language 
they are writing 

- Write an example 
of that figurative 
language  

- Draw a picture of 
their figurative 
language to start 
showing their 
thinking 

Student could only 
do 2 of the 
following 
components 
correctly:   

- Identify the 
figurative language 
they are writing 

- Write an example 
of that figurative 
language  

- Draw a picture of 
their figurative 
language to start 
showing their 
thinking 

Student could do all 
of the following 
components 
correctly:   

- Identify the 
figurative language 
they are writing 

- Write an example 
of that figurative 
language  

- Draw a picture of 
their figurative 
language to start 
showing their 
thinking 

Students could do 
all the components 
listed in Level 3 
correctly AND they 
go above and 
beyond by writing a 
creative example, 
writing more than 
one example, and/or 
drawing a detailed 
picture.  
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Level Three (page 3) 

1 2 3 4 

Student could only 
do 0-1 of the 
following 
components 
correctly:   

- Identify the 
figurative language 
they are writing 

- Write an example 
of that figurative 
language  

- Explain why their 
example is that 
specific type of 
figurative language 

Student could only 
do 2 of the 
following 
components 
correctly:   

- Identify the 
figurative language 
they are writing 

- Write an example 
of that figurative 
language  

- Explain why their 
example is that 
specific type of 
figurative language 

Student could do all 
of the following 
components 
correctly:   

- Identify the 
figurative language 
they are writing 

- Write an example 
of that figurative 
language  

- Explain why their 
example is that 
specific type of 
figurative language 

Students could do 
all the components 
listed in Level 3 
correctly AND they 
go above and 
beyond by writing a 
creative example, 
writing more than 
one example, and/or 
writing a detailed 
explanation.  

 

 

 

Materials: 
• Goodbye Winter, Hello Autumn, by Kenard Pak 
• “Figurative Language” Poster (go to www.colorfulpages.org for this material or an 

example to make your own off of) 
o Paper to cover up each section of the poster for your introduction of the 

terms 
• Sticky notes with either “Simile”, “Personification”, and “Metaphor” written on them 

(one type of figurative language per sticky note) 
• “My Figurative Language” Worksheet (class set) 

o Go to www.colorfulpages.org for this material AND pick which level you want 
to use for your class and/or grade level 

• Pencils and crayons for students 
• Markers and pencil for teacher 
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LEARNING PLAN 
1. Lesson Opening: Review objective and lesson topic with students (30 sec - 1 min) 

a. Gather students to the carpet or shared learning area 
b. Review the student-friendly objectives and preview the lesson with students 

i. Teacher: We are going to learn about figurative language today! Writers use 
figurative language to make reading more exciting for their readers. We are going 
to read an awesome diverse book that is packed full of figurative language. At the 
end of this lesson, YOU are going to become authors and write your own figurative 
language. Are you ready?! 

 

2. Introduce (or Review) Figurative Language: Use the “Figurative Language” poster to 
introduce or review figurative language in general and three types (3-5 min) 

a. Put up the “Figurative Language” Poster covered with paper so that only one 
section is showing at a time  

b. Introduce Figurative Language 
i. If you have a common vocab routine, you can do that here to introduce 

“Figurative Language”. For example, “throw” the word to the students and 
they “catch it”, then you all clap out the syllables. This will help each new 
word stick in their brain more.  

ii. Share the definition of Figurative Language 
1. Teacher: Figurative language are words that mean something different than 

their literal meaning. There are many types of figurative language. 
c. Introduce each type of Figurative Language you are concentrating on during the 

lesson 
i. Uncover the section  
ii. If you have a common vocab routine, you can do that here to introduce the 

term. For example, “throw” the word to the students and they “catch it”, 
then you all clap out the syllables.  

iii. Share the definition of that type 
1. “Metaphor”: Comparing two different things 
2. “Simile”: Comparing two things using “like” or “as” 
3. “Personification”: Giving human qualities to a non-human thing. 

iv. Share some examples of that type 
v. (If needed) Add a check for understanding by having the students turn to 

their partner (or tell themselves) and say what a simile, metaphor, or 
personification is (depending on which one you are introducing to them) 

 

3. Read Aloud & Analyze: Read Goodbye Autumn, Hello Winter and analyze the book for 
figurative language (10-15 min) 

a. Introduce the book you are going to read  
b. Tell students about their job as readers during the read aloud 
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i. Teacher: While we read, I want you to be on the lookout for those three types of 
figurative language! If you hear one, raise your hand! I will also stop on some pages 
to see if you notice them. 

c. Read aloud the book (if possible, use a projector to project the picture book on 
the screen so students really see the words too) 

i. On the following pages:  
1. Stop reading 
2. Ask students: What type of figurative language is Kenard Pak using? How 

do you know? 
3. Give students some think time and then have them do a Turn and Talk 

with a partner 
4. Bring students attention back to the front 
5. Call on 1-4 students and facilitate their discussion around identifying 

the figurative language and explaining their thinking  
6. When the class decides on what type of figurative language it is, use 

the sticky note with the right type and put it on the page to mark all 
the figurative language in the book. You can even write down their 
reasoning on the sticky note too to capture their deeper thinking.  

ii. Pages to stop on:  
1. “Hello. We cover the sky like a downy, soft blanket” (simile) 
2. “Hello! Peeking between clouds, I shine on the darkest nights” 

(personification) 
3. “Hello. Our pine-needle branches shiver in the wind while you sleep.” 

(personification) 
4. “Hello. We fall in a white, misty curtain and muffle all the sounds 

around you.” (metaphor) 
d. Finish reading the book and get them excited about all the figurative language they 

found in the book! 

 

4. Explain and Model the “My Figurative Language” Worksheet: Explain and model how to 
complete the “My Figurative Language” Worksheet (4-6 min) 

a. Create excitement around what they have already accomplished and how they are 
going to take it the next step and create their own 

i. Teacher: WOW! What?! Look at all the figurative language you found in this 
book. You all are figurative language geniuses. Now, YOU are going to become the 
writer and create your own example of figurative language.  

b. Explain that you are going to model how to complete the worksheet and then 
they’ll have some think time before you send them off to create their own example 
of figurative language 

c. Model all the tasks of the worksheet by talking through what you are thinking of 
and how you are completing each task 
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i. Consider doing the following things to help students be independent and/or 
meet the needs of your students:  

1. Check for understanding with each step 
2. Model checking the “Figurative Language” Poster and referencing the 

visuals 
3. Share the rubric or your grading criteria so they know what you are 

really looking for 
4. Asking them to assess your example based on what Level you are 

having them all do: Did I identify my figurative language? Did I write that 
example of figurative language? Did I draw my picture? Did I explain my 
thinking?  

d. Ask students: What is an example of figurative language that you are going to write 
about?  

e. Give students some think time and then have them do a Turn and Talk with a 
partner  

i. While students are turn and talking, go around and check their 
understanding by asking yourself how they are doing verbally with the 
Summative Assessment Criteria. Give positive and corrective feedback or 
facilitate their partner in doing that.  

f. Call on 2-5 students to share their answer to: What is an example of figurative 
language that you are going to write about? 

g. Remind students quickly everything they need to do on the worksheet and how 
much time you are going to give them  

 

5. Independent Work Time: Students will work on their worksheet (5-10 min) 
a. Pass out the “My Figurative Language” worksheet to students and have them go 

back to their desks to work on it  
b. While they are working:  

i. Confer with students and: 
1. If students have a hard time with writing down their thoughts, ask 

them to tell you their example and use a sticky note to write down 
their example of figurative language to copy down 

2. Remind them to check the poster and/or ask a friend if they need help 
3. Ask them about their example and why they think it’s a certain type of 

figurative language 
4. Share positive and corrective feedback 

ii. Give the whole class specific praise about what you are noticing them doing 
correctly or as a community 

 

6. Closing: Close the lesson (1-2 min) 
a. Have students turn in their worksheets 
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b. Gather students to carpet  
c. Have 2-4 students share by passing them back their worksheet (if there is time) 
d. Review the “Figurative Language” poster and what they learned about 
e. Tell students that you are proud of how they really analyzed an awesome book and 

found so many types of figurative language AND that they created their own! 

 

EXTENSION OPTIONS:  

1. Do the same lesson but with Kenard Pak’s other seasonal books or other diverse 
books that have a lot of figurative language. 

2. Couple this lesson with an art activity where students get to use different mediums to 
make a picture and really bring life to their figurative language. 

3. Make a class book with everyone’s figurative language worksheets. 
4. Give students a specific prompt to write about for their “My Figurative Language” 

worksheets and make a class book. 
5. During writing time, challenge students to see how many pieces of figurative language 

they can add to their writing. 
6. Make a bulletin board with the “Figurative Language” poster and their worksheets. 
7. Put your students in groups and assign them each a type of figurative language. Have 

each group make a poster with the definition and examples of their type of figurative 
language to present to the class as review.  

 

 
Notes: 

• Make sure to alter the lesson plan and directions in order to account for health and 
safety or virtual components.  

• Timing for the lesson is a suggested guideline to make sure that carpet time isn’t too 
long and that you keep the pacing of the lesson engaging. Please feel free to split up, 
shorten, or lengthen the lesson depending on your learners’ needs. 

• Scripted language is a SUGGESTION! Please do not feel like you have read everything 
word for word. Teaching wouldn’t be any fun if we couldn’t teach with our own style 
J 

 
 
 


